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‘God hath Treasuries aneath the Throne, the Keys 
whereof are the Tongues of the Poets.’ 
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EDITOR’S PREFACE. 


‘Seven years have elapsed since I undertook the labour 
which the publication of this sixth volume, containing the 
originals of the Turkish poems translated by Gibb in the 
preceding portion of his work, brings to a conclusion, so far, 
at least, as I am concerned. In the Preface to the last 
volume (p. Vi) I expressed a hope that “Gibb’s unfinished 
work may still be completed by a very able Turkish man 
of letters, whose name I am not now at liberty to mention”. 
While, however, this volume was passing through the Press, 
on July 24, 1908, just a month after the sister State of 
Persia had been cruelly and violently robbed of her new- 
found freedom, there took place that Resurrection of the 
Ottoman Empire which filled the Western world with won- 
der, and the friends of Islam in general and the Turks in 
particular with joy. Turkey is again a free country, constitu- 
tionally governed; the bad old days have passed away, it 
is to be hoped for ever; the spies and censors are gone; 
and once more Turkish literature revives. Reticence is, there- 
fore, no longer necessary, and I may, without indiscretion, 
state that the Turkish man of letters to whom I referred is 
the learned and talented Dr. Riza Tevfiq Bey, commonly 
known as “Feylestf Rizd’, or “Riza the Philosopher”, whose 
personal acquaintance I was privileged to make when I was 
last at Constantinople in April, 1908. Then he used to visit 
me by stealth; now he is one of the most prominent public 
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men in Turkey. My only fear is that the arduous duties 
with which he is now changed may prove an even more 
formidable obstacle to the continuation of his literary labours 
than the intolerable restrictions under which he was com- 
pelled ‘to work until a few months ago. The chapter 
which he has written on Kemal Bey, the chief founder of 
the “Young Turkish’’ party, both from the literary and the 
political points of view, is, however, already in my hands; 
and I hope that, when the new régime in Turkey shall 
have settled down on a firmer basis, I may in due course 
receive further instalments towards the supplementary 
seventh volume of this work from my gifted coadjutor. 

Meanwhile I need say little more, save to express my 
profound thankfulness that I have been enabled to acquit 
myself of the obligation which I took upon myself seven 
years ago. The labour has been great, but not a labour to 
be grudged, since I have been privileged thereby to render 
to my dead friend that service which he would most have 
valued; to raise to his memory a monument ‘aere peren- 
nius’; and to enrich the domain of Oriental scholarship 
with a contribution which could ill have been spared. His 
memory will also be kept alive by the Gibb Memorial Trust, 
founded by the generosity of his mother, the late Mrs. Jane 
Gibb; while in this University of Cambridge his name will 
be remembered by. the valuable collection of Turkish and ° 
other Oriental books, printed and lithographed, which his 
widow, Mrs. E. J. W. Gibb, bestowed on the Library, and 
by the special room therein which her liberality has equipped 
for their reception, and for the reception of other kindred 
collections and volumes. | 


December 12, 1908. EDWARD G. BROWNE. 
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‘ This poem also, accompanied by an English verse-translation, will be 


found in Redhouse’s History, System and Varieties of Turkish Poetry, pp. 28—29. 
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‘ This quatrain, with an English paraphrase in verse, will be found on 
p. 31 of Redhouse’s History, System and Varieties of Turkish Poetry, reprinted 
from the Transactions of the Royal Society of Literature, yol. XII, part I, 1879, 
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